
    
Newburyport Youth Bill of Rights

 Newburyport Youth Council

 We, the youth of Newburyport in order to establish basic rights and liberties, ensure a 
better future, and assert our voice in the community proclaim this Youth Bill of  Rights. We call 
upon ourselves, community leaders, organizations and individuals to recognize these rights. 

I. We, the youth of Newburyport, are entitled to a voice in the community, especially decisions 
that will affect our lives.

a) Voice in the Community: The community will acknowledge and value the 
opinions of youth in order to create a respectful conversation with adults. In 
addition, youth shall have the opportunity to participate on community boards and 
councils.

b) Voice in Education:  Youth will have a say in their education. Therefore, be able 
to sit on school boards and have an open and respectful conversation with 
administrators and educators  in order to ensure student concerns are heard and 
considered.

II.  We, the youth of Newburyport, have the right to freedom of expression.
a) Freedom of Speech: The youth have the right to peacefully and respectfully 

express their opinions, through appropriate attire, speech, and approved assembly 
and protest.

b) Freedom of Imagination: Youth are entitled to express their creativity and 
imagination. Therefore, have the opportunity to learn about the arts.

III. We, the youth of Newburyport, are entitled to equal treatment .
a) Equal Treatment: We will not be mistreated because of sex, age, religion, race, 

disabilities, sexual orientation, economic status, or any other basis prohibited by 
federal, state and local laws. Youth will be respected  by our actions and the 
content of our character. This is necessary to create a mutual respect among youth 
and adults in the community. 

b) Equal Employment Opportunities  and Consumer Rights: Youth have the 
right to equal employment opportunities, and be treated fairly, in accordance by 
labor laws. In addition, the youth will be treated as equal consumers, and not 
judged by their age or economic status.

IV. We, the youth of Newburyport have the right to a safe, loving and caring community.



a) Basic Necessities: We have the right to sufficient clothing, proper shelter, and 
adequate nutrition. The community will provide aid to ensure these rights are met.

b) Protection and Safety: The youth are entitled to a safe home, protection from all 
types of abuse and neglect.

c) Support Systems:  Youth are entitled to support groups in the community.  In 
addition, they will have the opportunity and resources to develop a healthy 
relationship with a supportive adult.

d) Fulfillment of Mind, Body, and Spirit: Youth will have the opportunity and 
resources  to develop  healthy emotional skills. Youth will have opportunities to  
participate in sports and recreational activities. In addition,  youth will grow up in 
a  drug free community and have the needed resources to combat substance abuse. 
Youth  will be exposed to spiritual institutions, in order for one to find their own 
spiritual path. Fulfillment of mind, body and spirt allows the youth to create 
healthy decisions, build character traits, and maximize ones’ full potential. 

V. We, the youth of Newburyport, are entitled to a quality public education that will help lead 
to a successful future.

a) Curriculum and Subjects: The youth are entitled to an education that equips 
them with knowledge of all subject areas. Schools will provide extra-curricular 
activities for students to expand their knowledge of various topic, interests or 
activities.

b) Resources: Students are entitled to proper resources to help them succeed. This 
will include a public library. In addition students will have the opportunity to 21st  
century resources, including computers, tablets and multi-media resources.

c) Individual Needs: The school districts will meet the needs of all students, and  
accommodate for all learning abilities and aptitudes.

d) Bright Future: The school district will provide guidance in order for students to 
prepare for life after high school. Youth have the right to make informed decisions 
regarding their future, therefore, appropriate guidance and resources will be made 
available.


